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What is claimed is: 

1 .A character display apparatus comprising: 

character display means having at least a character segment formed in the shape 
of a character, and a background segment which is provided in such a manner as 
to surround the character segment and constitutes a background of an outline 
character; and 

display control means for performing on-off control of the character segment 
and the background segment. 

2. The character display apparatus according to claim 1, wherein each of the line 
number indicators further comprises a frame segment surrounding the 
background segment; and the display control means performs on-off control in 
such a manner that the frame segment and the numeral segment exhibit the same 
on-off state. 

3. A character display apparatus comprising: 

display means having a character display area in which a number of lines 

displayed in a display area is smaller than a maximum number of allowable 

input lines and a dot display method is employed, and a plurality of line number 

indicators each corresponding to a respective line of the maximum number of 

allowable input lines and adapted to display line attributes of the respective line, 

such as an input state and a display state; and 

display control means for controlling the display means, wherein 

each of the line number indicators comprises a numeral segment in the shape of 

a numeral indicating the respective line, and a background segment surrounding 
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the numeral segment and forming an outline of the numeral segment; and 
the display control means performs on-off control of the plurality of numeral 
segments and the plurality of background segments to indicate an input state and 
a display state of each line. 

4. The character input apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the line attributes 
indicated by each of the line number indicators include a state as to whether or 
not a input character string contains a character string of the line or its previous 
lines, a input state as to whether or not the line constitutes a line of an input 
character string, and the display state includes a state as to whether or not the 
line is displayed at the character display area. 

5. The character input apparatus according to claim 3 or 4, wherein each of the 
line number indicators further comprises a frame segment surrounding the 
background segment; and the display control means performs on-off control in 
such a manner that the frame segment and the numeral segment exhibit the same 
on-off state. 
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